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UM EDUCATOR RECEIVES TEACHER DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana Professor Heather Bruce is one of only five recipients 
nationwide to be awarded a $10,000 Teacher Development Grant from the McCarthey 
Dressman Education Foundation.
Bruce teaches English education at the University and directs the UM-based Montana 
Writing Project. The grant, which is renewable for three years, will fund the project’s 
initiative “Implementing ‘Indian Education for A ll.’”
Through the initiative, Bruce will work with a group of K-12 teachers to create 
curriculum and pedagogy that enhance literacy achievement and understanding of Montana’s 
Native peoples.
“In addition to gaining new knowledge about Native groups, both teachers and students 
will practice reading, writing and research practices that stand at the heart of inquiry and 
literacy,” she said.
Teachers will meet quarterly to design materials and share resources and knowledge. 
Then materials for teachers, including ideas for journals and publishing classroom anthologies, 
will be disseminated.
The significant increase in applications this year and the originality, diversity and
thoughtfulness of the submissions were very gratifying,” said Sarah McCarthey, chair of the 
McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation board of trustees. “The foundation is pleased to 
support those individuals and teams of educators like Professor Bruce who share our 
commitment to make teaching and learning exciting, innovative and motivating and to ensure 
that what happens in the classroom contributes to the highest development of each child and 
mentor and to our society as a whole.”
The Montana Writing Project will hold a reception to commemorate 30 years of 
working with UM from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 15, in the Davidson Honors College 
Lounge. To RSVP for the reception, call 243-4680 or e-mail eileen. flannigan@mso.umt.edu
During its time at the University, the project has trained about 430 teacher consultants 
from 65 separate schools in Montana. The project and its consultants have influenced and 
benefited the teaching or writing fox thousands of Montana students and more than 4,000 
Montana teachers. More information about the project is online at 
http://www.cas.umt.edu/english/mwp.
The McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation has made a commitment to provide 
more than $895,000 in scholarships and grants since 2001. Information about the foundation is 
online at http://www.mccarthevdressman.org.
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